notices every little movement,
any slight change. He is ex-
tremely intelligent and, aboveall,
curious. Generally he greets ev-
erything and everyone with a
wag of thetail and complete con-
fidence. "Now we've met, what
shall we do?'

The PBGV is definitely not a
breed for everyone.Heisnot alap
dog and heisnot ashaggy Basset
Hound, assomewould have him
be.Hisresemblancetothe Basset
Hound isin the set and fold of his
ear, hisnoble hound expression,
and in his hunting prowess; be-
yond that the analogy breaks
down. His abundance of energy
requires that he have plenty of
room to wander, exploreand ex-
ercise. There is also a need for
great security, for the Petit is a
digger and a jumper. Heis extremely agile and quick.

ThePBGV's physical and mental
agility make her anatural for the
Agilityring, asL'Avocat's Chez
D'Oeuvre, one of thefirst to earn an
AKC Agilitytitle, demonstrates
(Photo courtesy Dorothy Allen)

In France,the Petitrarely,if ever,was
apet or companion except in thefield.
Snce his hunting instincts are strong,
he is constantly alert to anything that
moves or emits ascent. Hedoes learn
quickly and iswilling to please; how-
ever,hisappearanceand demeanor are
of happy confidence, innocent devil-
ment and benign revelry. Thereisno
denying that thisbreedisahappy one!

The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen is
active and friendly and gets on well
with other breedsin thehome or ken-
nel. Though more aggressive than
some other hound breeds, heisnot ma-
licious or nasty. Stll, it isnot unusual
for an argument to take place among
Petits—asamong any dogs—over food
or human affection. He does love at-
tention...at hisconvenience!

Chouan Giml¢, first PBGV to win
Best in Show at the World Show,
poised and ready for action!
(Photo courtesy Hden Ingher)

Introducing the United Satesto the PBGV

Aspreviously mentioned, the PBGV has
beenvery popular as ahunter in Francefor
nearly acentury.Hispopularity in theshow
ringhasincreased over thelast twenty years,
attaining recognition by the kennel dubsof
Canada, Great Britain and the United States.
Petits are shown in almost every European
country.Besidesthe field and the conforma-
tion ring, versatile PBGVs have madetheir
marksin obedience, tracking, agility, flyball,
freestyle obedience, therapy work and
search and rescue.

P Interest in the United States was sparked
Alexander, alittle puppy at the "Super Match" in 1983, when a 12-
who captured the hearts w eek-old Canadian-born puppy, Belray
of American dog fanders Alexander Gebeba, entered in therare breed

(Photo courtesy Betty class, won Best in Match, defeating over
& George Barth) 3,000 other dogs.

Ten years earlier, Mrs. Elizabeth Streeter
of Pennsylvaniaimported some Petit puppiesfrom France and England
for the purpose of creating aworking pack. Her Sky castle Pack created
interest at the Bryn Mawr (Pennsylvania) Hound Show, but it did not
spread. It was that puppy in the ring at the Super Match who started it
all. Publicity began... word of mouth...Dog World... Canine Chronide...
and others. Importations began. Puppies were brought back from Lon-
don and Copenhagen. Asinterest grew, adults and puppieswere im-
ported from Canada, Denmark, England, France, Sveden, Holland and
Germany. Mrs. Sreeter, who died in 1987, was thefirst to whelp litters
intheU.S, breeding only when it wasnecessary to add to her pack.

Mrs. Stregter
and some of
the Skycastle
Pack out for
a day's hunting
(Photo courtesy
Kitty Seidd)



The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Club of America

Asword of the Petit and the Super Match spread from coast to coast,
there seemed to be sufficient interest —not on the part of the general
public but on the part of fanciers, espe-
dally hound enthusiasts —for some sort
of organization in this country. To pro-
tect and promote the breed, and to edu-
cate and inform those interested so that
sensibleimportations would follow, the
Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Club of
America was formed at the AKC Cen-
tennial Show in Philadelphiain Novem-
ber 1984. Eleven individuals, represent-
ingseveral statesand avariety of breeds,
but all with yearsof experiencein dogs,
congtituted the foundation of the na-
tional club. A bimonthly newsletter was
started, which has now grown to the
quarterly Saber Tails magazine.

(Photo(gt;]kr)';?[/h?arbara Much was accomplished in the first

years of the dub's existence. By theend

of 1985, the PBGVCA had grown from 11 to 50 members. A breed stan-

dard had been accepted, the constitution and bylawsadopted and a stud

book and registry set up. The dub had alsonotified the AKC of itsintent
to work tow ard eventual AKC recognition.

Thefirst national club eventwasheld in Kentucky on March 16, 1986,
during thetenth anniversary celebration of the Louisville Kennel Club.
Fifteen Petitscamefromall over the United Satesto compete.

In 1987, the second annual meeting of the dub and the first National
Fedalty were held in Louisville. Twenty-four Petits were entered, and
22 shown. Best of Breed was Axmos Don Ranudode laGaronne.

On duly 1, 1989, the PBGV became eligibleto competein AKC Miscel-
laneousclasses. Belray Srhan Braconnier wasthefirst PBGV to gain an
AKC itle, earning hisCompanion Dog obedience degree nine dayslater.

Full recognition followed swiftly on February 1,1991. Fifteen dayslater,
Axmos Fagin dela Garonne went down in the record books as the first
PBGV to earn an AKC championship. In 1992, 24 champion Petits rep-
resented their breed at the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club show
for the first time, with Jomil Ultra bearing away the laurds for the first
Best of Breed there.

Snce AKC recognition, the numbersof fanciersand Petitshave grown
steadily. Depending upon the part of the country, 80to 150 PBGVs may
be seen at the National Spedialty held each spring.

Wakel yns Nobl esse, fondly
recalled as "Grandma Jack’,
first PBGVCA champion

pounds. The Grand Basset'slow er height limit—15inches—istheupper
height limit of the Petit.

Mr. Desamy, the most prominent authority on the breeds today,
stressed in correspondence that judgescan missthe pointsof difference
if measuring height isthe only concern or isoverly emphasized. Mea-
suring, he asserts, isfor poor dogsand poor judges, and aperfectly lovely
specdimen might measure over 15inches, while ahideousspecimen could
measure well within the suggested 15-inch height limitation. The good
judgerecognizestheoverall quality and the balanced animal whose to-
tal conformation lends itself to the Petit dassification.

That total conformation will be thesum of all the Petit features as stated
in the standard. Petits that are not compact but are too long in body
should befaulted, asshould those with earsthat extend beyond the end
of themuzzle, headsthat aretoolarge, with too much length of foreface,
tailsoverly long and set too low, coats soft rather than harsh —in gen-
eral, dogsthat aretoooverdoneto be considered Petit in type, although
they may fall within the 15-inch height limitation.

Personality and Character of the Petit

Asaptly described in the standard, the PBGV isfriendly, outgoing
and alert. He is willing to please, but is not servile. He has been de-
scribed as the perfect dog for hunting rabbit. He is small in size and
busy by nature, areal
beater of bushes. But
as anyone who has
worked with the breed
will attest, he is also
stubborn and easily ex-
citable. He is indepen-
dent, and reportedly is
more successful hunt-
ing in small packsthan
large.

The PBGV should not
be compared tothe Bas-
set Hound, hissmooth-
coated cousin, for heis
completely different,
not only in appearance
but in temperament.
TheBasset Hound iscalm, placid, doleful and generally low key, unless
there iswork to do. The Petit, in contrast, is always working, a bit ter-
rier-like, always looking for something with which to busy himself. He

"Falcor" exhibits the typical joyous exuberance
and boundless energy of a PBGV puppy
(Photo courtesy Janet & Van Willis)



Difference Between Petits & Grands Bassets

The first standard's separation of the two breeds mainly by height
might understandably lead oneto assumethat sizeis theonly trait dis-
tinguishing the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen from the Grand Basset. In
the early years of their division, perhapsit was size which seemingly
accounted for the greatest difference, but eventually authorities recog-
nized thattheincreasein size (or in length of leg) often meant achange
in many other features. Mr. Hubert Desamy, when asked for a thumb-
nail sketch of the distinguishing features, said he spends hours lectur-
ing each year on these differences.

It continues to be a common misconception that height is the most
significant feature w hich sets the Grand Basset apart fromthe Petit. It is
more the combination of several featureswhich would classify an indi-
vidual dog as onebreed or the other. In fact, the modern Grand Basset
bears a strong resemblance to his larger ancestor, the Grand Griffon
Vendéen,whilethe Petit isin many waysa smaller version of the more
compact Briquet Griffon Vendéen.

Head studies of a PBGV (l.) and GBGV.
(Photo courtesy Debbie Perrott and Shirley Knipe)

The Petit isnotaller but may be slightly longer than a 15-inch Beagle,
weighing 25 to 38 pounds at maturity. A Grand Basset may also be 15
inchesin shoulder height but often goesto 17 inches. The Grand Basset,
compared to the Petit,isconsidered to havemore of everything: hisbody
islonger, his muzzle islonger, his ears arelonger, histail islonger, his
coat islonger and rougher, hislegs often are longer. He is much more
"overdone" than the Petit, although he should not be exaggerated ether.
The Grand Basset isalso a heavier animal, weighing between 45 and 65

Judging by these livelyand
inquisitive faces, it's
certainthesePBGV

puppieswon't be boxed
up much longer!
(Photo courtesy Barbara
OxholnYPets by Paul ette)

Health and Grooming

The Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen is generally a healthy and carefree
breed. Hereditary eye abnormalities include persistent pupillary mem-
branesand retinal folds, neither of which commonly affect vision. There
have been afew casesof glaucomarecently reported, acondition w hich
usually resultsin blindness. Somejuvenile animals may suffer from an
asepticmeningitischaracterized by lethargy, fever and neck or back pain.
Thissyndrome, known asPBGV painsyndrome, variesinseverity among
affected animals and in rare instances can be fatal. Seizure disorders
and epilepsy areinfrequently reported within thebreed, asare hip dys-
plasia, patellar luxation and elbow dysplasia. Hypothyroidism, food al-
lergies and skin allergies have also been reported.

Itiswisefor individualsplanningtoimport dogsto request that vacci-
nationsfor distemper and parvovirusbe givenprior toshipment asvac-
cination schedulesin Europe may be inadequate to provide protection
herein theUnited Sates.

The coat should be mentioned, asit can be a source of frustration. It
should be harsh and rather thick, thetexture similar to that of agoat. To
prevent matting, dogs should brushed, followed by combing once
weekly. Small mats will be easily renoved in the process of combing.
Only neglected coatswill mat severely. Bathing may be performed as
needed, but some temporary softening of coat will occur following the
bath. Trimmingisrarely necessary in the properly maintained coat. One
shake following brushing and combing should return the dog to his
tousled state!

It must be remembered that thisis arustichound. He has a natural,
rather unkempt, devil-may-care appearance. Hiscasual, unaffected de-
meanor and appearanceispart of thecharacter and breed type. He should
not be chiseled, shaped or primped in theleast. All who know and love
the PBGV in Europe haveimplored usto keep himas hewas meant to
be: "au naturel".



"Ready for the Game"
(Photo courtesy Janet WWesol ek)
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and Grand, both of which came from the same litters at that time. In
1909, astandard for the Basset Griffon Vendéen recognized two ty pes of
Basset, one standing 34 to 38 centimeters, or approximately 13 to 15
inches, and the other 38 to 42 centimeters, 15 to 17 inches at the shoul-
der. The Petit Basset was distinguished by his smaller size only, with
sometimes semi-crooked legs. The taller, or Grand Basset, always had
straight legs.

It was not until the 1950s that the Societe de Venerie published anew
book of standardsin w hich the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen was given
an official standard of itsow n and considered a separate breed. With the
practice of interbreeding thePetit and the Grand Basset, it w ascommon
at that time for offspring from the same litter to be entered, some as
Petits and some asGrands, at the French Exhibition. Paul Dezamy him-
self did not breed Petits, but became famousfor his42 centimeter Grands
Bassets, referred to as "42 Dezamys".

A brace of British Bassets Griffons Vendéens illustrates
the difference in size, type and proportion
between Peit (Ieft) and Grand. ive la différencel
(Photo courtesy Jeffrey Pepper)

Finally, in 1975, through the effortsof Hubert Desamy, third president
of the dub, the interbreeding of the Grand Basset and the Petit Basset
was disallowed. However, as a result of the longtime practice of inter-
breeding, wherever Petits are bred today both Grand and Petit charac-
teristics will manifest themselves for generations to come. For this rea-
son, heavy emphasisisplaced on type and sizein those countrieswhere
breedersarestriving for theideal. Breedersand judgesare obligated to
learn the features uniqueto a Petit so those characteristics are encour-
aged in breeding, and arerewarded in the show ring.



History

The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen, one of many small varieties of the
French hounds, is of ancient descent.

Hisorigin can be traced to thesixteenth century, to the Griffon Vendéen,

hislarger, more powerful ancestor. His name reveals much about him:

Petit - small; Basset - low to the

ground; Griffon - wire coated;

and Vendéen - the area of

Francein which heoriginated.

Inthe United S ates, the breed

isreferred to as"Petit", "PBGV"

or, fondly, "Peeb"; inEngland,
"Roughie"; and in Denmark
"Griffon" or "Petit".

Asketch of Royal Combattant, first Basset ~ 1his small hunting dog has
Griffon Francais toberegistered inthe @ intriguing and charming

LiwesdesOriginsFrancaises(1884) ~ @Ppearance and personality.
However,itisimportanttore-

member that the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen is, first and foremost, a
hound developed to hunt game by scent. Furthermore, hisphysical evo-
lution isdirectly related to the environment and terrain of the western
coast of France, theVendée, characterized by thick underbrush, rocks,
thornsand brambles. Thisdifficult terrain demanded ahardy, alert, bold,
determined, agile and intelligent hunter with both mental and physical
stamina.

The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen isaproud member of sometwenty-
eight hound breeds which arebred in France even today to serve their
original purpose. They are used to hunt small game, especially hareand
rabbit,in France, other European countries, the United Statesand Canada.

M ost French hound breedscamein large and small versionsand were
used for different prey. The Grand Basset Griffon Vendéen wasused for
such large game as roedeer and wolf, while the Petit Basset Griffon
Vendéen wasused to trail and drive smaller quarry, such asrabbit, hare
and sometimeseven feathered game.

Theattempt to standardize breed type wasnot undertaken seriously
until thelatter half of the nineteenth century. Until 1898, when thefirst
official standard for the Basset Griffon Francais was adopted, judgesat
the French Exposition made their placementswithout benefit of any of-
fical standard.

The Dezamy family, headed by Paul Dezamy, thefirst president of the
newly founded Club du Basset Griffon Vendéen (1907), is know n for
havingdevisedthefirst standard. The same standard described thePetit

Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Standard (AKC)

General Appearance: The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen is a scent
hound developed to hunt small gameover the rough and difficult ter-
rain of the Vendeen region. Tofunction efficiently, he must beequipped
with certain characteristics. Heisbold and vivadous in character; com-
pact, tough and robust in construction. He has an alert outlook, lively
bearing and agood voice freely used. The most distinguishing charac-
teristics of thisbold hunter are hisrough, unrefined outline; hisproudly
carried head, displaying definitivelong eyebrows, beard, and moustache;
his strong, tapered tail carried like a sabre, alert and in readiness. Im-
portant to the breed type is the compact, casual, rather tousled appear-
ance, with no feature exaggerated and his partsin balance. Any devia-
tion fromtheideal described in the standard should be penalized tothe
extent of the deviation. Sructural faults common to all breeds are as
undesirable in the PBGV asin any other breed, regardless of whether
they are specifically mentioned.

Size, Proportion, Substance: Sze — Both sexes should measure be-
tween 13and 15inchesat thewithers, with al/2inch tolerancein either
direction being acceptable. Height over 15-1/2inchesat thewithersisa
disqualification. Proportion — Somewhat longer than tall. A correctly
proportioned dog will be approximately 50% longer than tall when the
entire body ismeasured from sternumto buttocksas compared to with-
erstoground. Substance— Srong bone with substance in proportion to
overall dog.

Head: The head iscarried proudly and, in size, must be in balance
with the overall dog. It is longer than its width in a ratio of approxi-
mately two to one. A coarse or overly large head isto be penalized. Ex-
pression alert, friendly and intelligent. Eyeslarge and dark, showing no
white. Thered of the lower eyelid should not show. They are surmounted
by long eyebrows, standing forward, but not obscuring the eyes. Ears
supple, narrow and fine, covered with long hair, folding inward and
ending in an oval shape. The leathers reach almost to the end of the
nose. They are set on low, not abovethelineof theeyes. An overly long
or high-set ear should be penalized. Skull domed, oval in shape when
viewed fromthefront. It iswell cut away under theeyesand hasa well
developed occipital protuberance. Sop clearly defined. Muzzle — The
length of the muzzleis slightly shorter than the length from stop to oc-
ciput. Theunderjaw isstrong and well developed. N ose black and large,
with wide nostrils. A somewhat lighter shading isacceptable in lighter
colored dogs. Lips—Thelipsare covered by long hair forming abeard
and moustache. Bite — It is preferable that the teeth meet in a scissors
bite,but a level biteisacceptable.



Neck, Topline, Body: Neck — Theneck islong and strong, without throati-
ness, and flow ssmoothly intothe shoulders. Topline— Theback islevel with
a dlight arch over a strong loin. Viewed in profile, the withers and the croup
should be equidistant fromtheground. Body muscular, somewhat longer than
tall. Chest deep, with prominent sternum. Ribs moderately rounded, extend-
ing well back. Loin strong; muscular and rounded about the lateral axisof the
dog. Tail of medium length, set on high, itisstrong at the base and tapers
regularly. It iswell furnished with hair, has but a slight curveand is carried
proudly likethe blade of asabre;normally about 20 degreesto the aft of ver-
tical. In a curved downward position the tip of the tail bone should reach
approximately to the hock joint.

Forequarters: Shouldersdean andwell laid back. Upperarm approximately
equal in length to the shoulder blade. Elbows dose to the body. Legs— The
length of leg from elbow toground should be dlightly lessthan 1/2thelength
fromwithersto ground. Viewed fromthefront, itisdesirable that the forelegs
bestraight, butaslight crook is acceptable. Theleg isstrong and well boned.
Pasterns strong and slightly sloping. Any tendency to knuckle over is a seri-
ous fault. Dewdaws may, or may not, be removed. Feet not too long, with
hard, tight pads. Sight turnout of the feet is acceptable. The nails are strong
and short.

Hindquarters. Srong and muscular with good bend of stifle. A well-de-
fined second thigh. Hocks are short and well angulated, perpendicular from
hock toground. Feet areasin front except that they must point straight ahead.

Coat: Thecoat isrough, long without exaggeration and harsh to thetouch,
with a thick shorter undercoat. It isnever silky or woolly. Theeyes are sur-
mounted by long eyebrows, standing forward, but not obscuring the eyes.
Theearsarecovered by long hair. Thelipsare covered by long hair forming a
beard and moustache. Thetail iswell furnished with hair. Theoverall appear-
anceiscasual and tousled. Hounds areto be shown untrimmed. Indications
of scissoring for the purposes of shaping or sculpturing are to be severely
penalized.

Color: Whitewith any combination of lemon, orange, black, tricolor or grizzle
markings.

Gait: The movement should be free at all speeds. Front action is straight
and reaching well forward. Going away, thehind legs are paralld and have
greatdrive Convergence of the front and rear legstow ardshiscenter of grav-
ity isproportional to the speed of his movement. Gives the appearance of an
active hound, capable of afull day’shunting.

Temperament: Happy, extroverted, independent, yet willing to please.

DISQUALIFICATION
Height of more than 15-1/2 inches at the withers.

Approved August 14, 1990
Effective February 1, 1991

Introducing...

THE PETIT BASSET
GRIFFON VENDEEN-*

The Rough Coated French Hound...
Happy and Rustic

*Pronounced "Puh-TEE Bah-SAY Gree-FOHN VON-day-uhn"



